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Regulation N03/2025 Issued to determine
Courts Fee of the Central Ethiopia

Regional State Courts

Whereas, it is necessary to regulate the

payment of judicial services without

restricting the right of citizens to access
justice and to charge a reasonable fee for
judicial services provided by the region courts

and to modernize the services provided;

Whereas, it is necessary to establish a
transparent and accountable system for the
payment of judicial services in the region,
focusing on the actual economic and social

development of the region;

Now, Therefore, in accordance with Sub-
Article 1 of Article 66 of the Proclamation
No. 1/2024 of the Central Ethiopia Region

State Courts, the following has been provided:
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Part One
General Provisions
1. Short Title
This regulation may be cited as the “Central
Ethiopia Region State Courts Judicial Service
Fee Regulation No.3 /2025.”

2. Definition
Unless the context otherwise requires, in this
regulation:
1) “Region” means Central Ethiopia Region
State.
2) "Proclamation” means the Central
Ethiopia Region State Courts Proclamation

No. 1/2024.

3) "Courts"
Court, Region High Courts, and Region
First

means the Region Supreme

for
shall

Instance Courts, and

implementing  this  regulation,

includes Sharia Courts.

4) "Registrar" means the person appointed
by the appropriate law, who is responsible
for managing the collection of judicial

service fees in accordance with the
relevant law.
5) "Non-pecuniary case" means claims

related to the enforcement of rights that are
inherently non-monetary and connected to

the personality of an individual.
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"Pecuniary case" means a case in which
the subject matter of the claim or charge
involves money or any movable or
immovable property that can be valued in

monetary value.

"Council” means the General or sub-
council established by the appropriate law
for the administration of judges in the

region courts.

"Application” means any appeal, claim,
counterclaim, intervention, appeal, request
for review, or any other submission made
to the court in accordance with the relevant

law.

"Pauper" means a person who is unable to
pay the judicial service fee and is
permitted by the relevant law or authorized

body to file a case free of charge.

10) "Court fee" means the payment required

to obtain various services related to filing a
case and judicial services, as determined
by this regulation or as stipulated by law

based on the circumstances.

11) "Cash" means physical currency, checks,
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or similar with the same.

12) "Calculation™ the

amount payable for a case based on the

means determining

tariff set forth in this regulation.

3. Gender Expression
Any expression in the masculine gender shall
also include the feminine gender.

4. Scope of Application
1) This regulation shall apply to cases to be

filed and adjudicated in the region courts.

2) Notwithstanding sub-article 1 of this
of the

appropriate federal courts shall apply to

article, court fee regulation
cases to be seen by the region courts under
delegated authority concerning federal

matters.

Part Two
Enforcing Court fee

5. Enforcing Court Fee and Way of
Enforcement

1) Unless otherwise permitted under special
circumstances provided in this regulation,
or unless left to sue as a pauper, a court fee
for judicial services shall be paid when

filing plea to region courts.

2) The Court fee shall be made prior to
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7)

8)

9)

opening file and a file number is assigned.

The Court fee shall be made by the person
sought relief.

The Registrar or a body authorized to

enforce duties of the Registrar is

responsible for enforcing the court fee.

The Court fee is received by the court's

daily cash collector.

When the court's daily cash collector
receives the court fee, he forthwith issues a
receipt to the payer, specifying the amount

and reason for the payment.

Court fee may be made in cash, through a
bank, electronic payment methods, or any
other method approved by the court.

When
representatives facilitate the court fee, they

Registrars  or  their  legal
shall carefully verify whether the case filed
is subject to monetary valuation, determine
the appropriate amount to be paid, and
forthwith notify the court's daily cash

collector to process the payment.

The judge viewing the case shall confirm

in advance that the court fee has been
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made in accordance with this regulation.

Market

Amount, or Valuation

Error of Value, Benefit

If the court, upon investigation, confirms
that the benefit, market value, or case
valuation was calculated erroneously, it
either shall, on its own initiative or upon
the request of the opponent parties, ensure
that any overpaid court fee is reimbursed

to the party who paid it.

If the amount paid is less than the amount
that should have been paid as calculated in
accordance with this regulation, the court
shall order the payment of the remaining
amount.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
articles 1 and 2 of this article, when the
case appears before the Court of Appeal or
the court of cassation, and the decision of
the subordinate court in this case is found
to have reduced the revenue of the State
which should have been collected under
this regulation, the court shall order the
party who paid the judicial service fee to
pay the balance of the amount due.
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4) Where a case is found to be subject to
additional fees in accordance with Sub-
Articles 2 and 3 of this Rule, the case shall
be stayed until the remaining amount is
paid. If the amount is not paid within a
reasonable period set by the judge, the

court shall close the case.

7. Complaints Regarding Court Fee

The calculation of the court fee for judicial
services provided under this regulation shall
be determined by submitting the complaint to
the Chief Registrar, if filed by the Deputy
Registrar or his legal representative; or to the
Chief Registrar, if filed by the Chief Registrar,
for hearing and Decision Core Process
Coordinator, in the order in which it is
submitted. If no consensus is reached by the
the

decision shall be submitted to the President of

hearing and decision core process,

the Court. Decision of the President shall be
final.
Part Three
Court Fee Calculation System
8. Basis
The payment of judicial services in the region
courts shall be made in accordance with the
provisions of this regulation.
9. Claims on Liquidated money
1) A debt that is paid periodically, such as
compensation or alimony, or any other
type of debt that is paid periodically, and

the time limit for the payment of the court
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service fee shall be calculated based on the

claim.

Subject to the provisions of sub-article 1 of
this article, if the period of payment is
unlimited, the fee for judicial services shall
be the

calculation.

calculated from available

10. Claims on Movable Properties with

When a claim

Market Value

is filed against movable

property, the fee shall be calculated based on

the market value of the property.

11. Court Fee for Judicial Services in

1)

2)

3)

Contractual Disputes
The Court fee for judicial services in a
sales contract shall be determined based on
the agreed-upon sale price specified in the
sales contract.

The court fee for the court service of a
credit contract secured by immovable
property shall be the amount specified in
the credit contract in which the property is

secured.

For a credit contract, involving movable
property as collateral and including a
penalty clause, the judicial service fee shall
be determined based on the amount of the
penalty and the annual rental value of the
collateral property at the time the contract

concluded.
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4) When a case involving an award is filed,
the court fee shall be determined based on
the estimated value of the property or the
unliquidated money involved in the case.
12. Estimated Court Fee

1) According to Article 11 of this regulation,
the estimated court fee shall be calculated
based on the percentage specified in the
table attached to this regulation and shall be

payable accordingly.

2) Regarding the calculation of the judicial

the amount of the claim
shall  be by
identifying the threshold at which the claim

service fee,
submitted determined
falls, subtracting the previous ceiling,
multiplying the difference by the applicable
and then

percentage, adding amount

corresponding the previous ceiling.

13. Fixed Court Fee
1) If a summons is issued to a litigant or
witness on filed case, 50 birr shall be

charged for each summons issued.

2) 7 birr per page is charged for obtaining a

decision or any document in the registry.

3) Court fee regarding execution claims shall

be as follows:-
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50 Birr, if the estimated value is 1,000

Birr or less;

200 Birr, if the estimated value is above
1,000 Birr and up to 5,000 Birr;

400 Birr, if the estimated value is above
5,000 Birr and up to 10,000 Birr;

2,000 Birr, if the estimated value is above
10,000 Birr and up to 100,000 Birr;

5,000 Birr, if the estimated value is above
100,000 Birr and up to 200,000 Birr;

10,000 Birr, if the estimated value is
above 200,000 Birr and up to 500,000
Birr;

20,000 Birr, if the estimated value is
above 500,000 Birr and up to 1,000,000
Birr;

2% of the amount, if the estimated value
is above 1,000,000 Birr.

Subject to the provisions of Sub-Article 3
of this Avrticle, an application for execution

of judgment filed in respect of non

pecuniary property shall be subject to a
fee of 2,000 birr.

When an application for execution is
submitted to the court to enforce a decision
given by mediation, the court fee shall be
executed in accordance with sub-articles 3
and 4 of this article.

If a binding order is issued to enforce a
decision and the property is not sufficient

10
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7)
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9)

to pay the decision in full, the amount of
the payment shall be paid from the
property submitted for execution.

A lawsuit filed claiming ownership of
property seized or frozen during the
execution of a judgment shall be subject to
a court service fee equal to the amount of

the seized or frozen property.

An application for a will or donation to be
registered with the court in accordance
with the relevant laws shall be subject to a
fee of 1000 Birr.

When filing for divorce, the party
requesting the divorce pays 300 birr. If a
divorce by mutual consent is filed, both

parties pay 150 birr each.

10) When a lawsuit is filed for an inheritance,

the amount of the inheritance will be

calculated and paid by the relief sought.

11) When sue for liquidation of inheritance is

filed, the court fee shall be paid based on

the relief-sought.

12) Notwithstanding to the provision under

sub-article 11, if the sue for liquidation of
inheritance is filed and includes property
that can be calculated in monetary value
alongside property that cannot be assessed
in monetary terms, the amount of fee
determined for the non-monetary property

shall apply and be enforced.

13) For cases submitted to the court requesting

11
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proof of heirship, guardianship, marital
status (husband/wife), as well as any
matters submitted to be heard under
accelerated procedures, the court fee shall
be of 300 Birr.

14) For cases related to partition of common
property between spouses, the court fee
shall be 2% of the estimated value of the

property or amount.
15) In cases involving the division of property

between spouses, where the property
cannot be estimated in monetary value, a
court fee shall be 2000 Birr.

16) The division of marital property between
husband and wife is paid in rural and urban
land without fixed assets, Birr 2000.

17) Unless

Regulation, cases submitted under the

otherwise provided in this
summary procedure shall be paid based on

the amount claimed.

18) Before a judgment is rendered, one of the
opponent parties shall pay 150 Birr to
obtain an injunction or an order for
something to be done or not to be done, or
to challenge an order that has already been
issued.

19) Appeal filed on case barred by period of
limitation, application for the admission of
a case to cassation, as well as a request for
the transfer of a case (file), and an

application for a 15-day presidential stay

requested after a decision, court fee shall

12
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1)

ch)

nito 1

1)

2)

be 500 Birr.

20) An application for the authentication of

sealing of reconciliation agreement or
document by the court, the ecourt fee shall

be 200 Birr per page.

14. Court Fee for Non-Monetary value

Notwithstanding to provisions stipulated
under this regulation, the fees for judicial
services rendered in cases that cannot be
calculated in monetary value shall be as

follows:-

a) If the sue is filed to Woreda/City court:

2,000 Birr

b) If the sue is filed in a high court: 2,500

Birr;

c) If the sue is filed in a region supreme

court: 3,000 Birr.

Subject to the provisions of Sub-Article 1
of this Article, if the case submitted can
be valued in money in the future, the court
fee previously paid may be increased or
decreased, as may be appropriate, based on

the valuation of the case.

15. Other Matters Regarding the court fee
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The following cases shall apply, subject to the
calculation procedures set out above in this
regulation:

1) If any case, including its estimate, is
reversed, whether increased or decreased,
the court fee shall be calculated and paid
in accordance with this regulation based
on the change made.

2) If a defendant files a counterclaim against
the plaintiff, the court fee shall be
calculated and paid in accordance with
this regulation.

3) When an appeal for objection of a
judgment is filed to reverse a judgement,
the court fee shall be calculated based on
the amount requested to reverse the
decision.

4) A party against whom a decision is made
in absentia shall pay 500 Birr if an appeal
is filed to challenge the decision.

5) An intervener in a case is obligated to pay
the court fee in accordance with this

regulation.

6) If a party to a case fails to appear on the
date fixed for hearing and the case file is
closed or cancelled, the party who files a
new sues or wants to continue by review
the case file shall pay 1/2 of the court fee
initially paid, if the reasons provided are

sufficient.
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7)

8)

1)

2)

3)

4)

Regarding a case submitted for the review
of a judgment, the judicial service fee
shall be calculated and paid in accordance
with this regulation based on the amount
of the remedy sought in the appeal for the
review of the judgment.

If a single case involves concurrent
causes of action, the court fee payable for
the case shall be the sum of the fees for

each cause of sue.

16. Court Fees for Appeal

The court fee payable in appeal cases shall
be a half (*2) of the amount of the court fee
requested in the appeal or the amount of
the fee requested in the appeal, if any,
which was paid or should have been paid

in the first instance.

If an appeal is lodged against a decision
made in arbitration to a higher court, the
court fee shall be a half (*2) of the court
fee that would have been charged had it

been filed in a woreda court.

If an appeal is lodged against a decision
made in arbitration to the Supreme Court,
the court will pay half (*2) of the fees that
would have been charged if the case had
been submitted to a higher court.

If an appeal is lodged against an order for
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1)

5)

the recovery of money seized in criminal
or civil proceedings, the court fee shall be
equal to the amount ordered to be
recovered.

Subject to the provisions of sub-articles 1
to 4 of this article, if the appeal is lodged
against an order issued by a subordinate

court, the court fee shall be as follows:-

a) Supreme court: 500 Birr;
b) High court: 300 Birr;

c) In Woreda court: 200 Birr.

17. Court Fee for Cassation Appeal

1)

2)

3)

If the cassation appeal is a case of
monetary value, the court that issued the
decision appealed against shall pay 1/4 of

the amount paid or would have been paid.

If the appeal lodged for cassation is non-
pecuniary, it shall be paid at the rate of 1/2
of the amount paid or would have been
paid by the court that rendered the final

decision.

If the main issue of the appeal for
cassation appeal against temporary orders
is an order issued before the final decision
is made, the court that heard the case and
issued the final order shall calculate and

pay half (%) of the amount paid or due.
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18. Refund of court fee to a disputing party
withdrew the sue
The money paid for the court service fee shall

be refunded to the paying party as follows:

1) A plaintiff or appellant who withdraws the
case after paying the court service fee prior
to the date of the hearing or before the date
of the hearing and the summons is issued
shall be refunded the court service fee

paid, after deducting 5%.

2) If the plaintiff or appellant withdraws the
case prior to the hearing, the remainder

will be refunded after deducting 10% of
the court service fee paid.

3) If the court does not have jurisdiction to
hear the case, the case has no grounds for a
charge, or if it has closed the case or
closed the case for other reasons, the court
service fee shall be refunded after
deducting 10% of the court fee paid.

4) If the parties to the dispute agreed (by
reconciliation) prior to the hearing of the
evidence and the court approves it, 10% of
the fee paid will be deducted and the rest
shall be refunded.

19. Court Fee for Case Amendment
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Without prejudice to the costs and damages
awarded to the rightholder by the court under
other applicable laws, the court service fee for
amending a case shall be as follows:

1) An who for an

amendment of a case before the summons

applicant applies
is served shall be exempt from court

service fees.

2) An additional 2% of the court service fee
originally paid or due shall be paid to the
court for an application to amend a case

prior to the case is heard.

3) An additional 10% of the court service fee
initially paid or due will be charged for
any application for amendment of a case

prior to the case has been heard.

4) An additional 15% of the court service fee
initially paid or due shall be charged for
any application to amend a case after the

witness has been heard.

5) No fee shall be charged for amendment

ordered by the court prior to the decision.

20. Court Fee Exempted Case
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Subject to the provisions of other laws, the
following cases shall be exempted from court
fee:

1) Cases related to enforce children's human

rights;

2) Civil Cases related to criminal offenses

against women;

3) Applications for maintenance;

4) Cases submitted from public offices;

5) Cases provided from legally recognized
charitable organizations;

6) Subject to the provisions of Sub-Article 5
of this Article, charitable organizations
authorized by law to operate for profit
shall pay
accordance with

filed

judicial service fees in

this Regulation for
proceedings regarding for-profit

matters;

7) Cases lodged by private or joinder who

claim without payment in relation to

environmental protection issues;

8) Applications submitted related to physical
liberty;

9) Criminal case;

10) Any cases submitted to the legally

established traditional courts;

11) Any cases lodged by Higher officials of
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the region who are outgoing from office in
accordance with the Proclamation No.
22/2024 of the Central Ethiopia Region
State, members of both council memebers,
judges and public prosecutors to protect

their rights and benefits granted by law;

12) Any cases initiated by the Region
Administrative Court and submitted to the

regular court for cassation and execution.

21. Liability and Penalties of Violation of
the duties of the Regulation
1) Any

negligently underpays the court service fee

person  who intentionally or
outside the fee calculation provided for in
this regulation shall be subject to a penalty
of 1% of the total court fee that would have

been paid.

2) Subject to the provisions of Sub-Article 1
of this Article, no fee shall be charged for
legal services under the pauper sue, but any
person represented by an attorney shall be
liable to pay legal fee in accordance with

relief sought.

3) Any court employee who intentionally or
negligently underpays or causes to be
underpaid a court fee outside the payment
schedule provided for in this regulation
shall be held liable under the applicable

law, without prejudice to the compensation
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of the government for the loss of revenue
incurred, plus legal interest.
Part Four
Miscellaneous Provisions
22. Power to Issue Directives
The Supreme Court of the Central Ethiopia
Regional State may issue directives to
implement this regulation.
23. Inapplicable Laws
Any regulations, directives, or procedures
related to court fee that are inconsistent with
this regulation shall no be applicable.

24. Transitional Provisions

1) Cases filed in court prior to the enactment
of this regulation shall be adjudicated in
accordance with the previously applicable

laws.

2) Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) this article, cases not expressly
covered by prior laws but newly addressed
under this regulation shall, upon its
enactment, governed by the provisions of
this regulation for judicial services

rendered thereafter.

25. Amendment of the Regulation
The Region House of People’s Representative

may amend this Regulation.
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26. L3+ Oé AL PrLa-ANT 1K 26. Effective Date
eV L3N NhAAN 1.24°F oM J~qe | This regulation shall enter into force upon its
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Done at Welkite

February 20 /2025
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Fate Sirmolo Usman
Speaker of the Central Ethiopian Regional

State House of People's Representative
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0—20,000 10% 2,000
20,001—40,000 9% 3,600
40,001—60,000 8% 4,800
60,001—80,000 7% 5,600
80,001—100,000 6% 6,000
100,001—200,000 5% 10,000
200,001—300,000 4.9% 14,700
300,001—400,000 4.8% 19,200
400,001—500,000 4.7% 23,500
500,001—600,000 4.6% 27,600
600,001—700,000 4.5% 31,500
700,001—800,000 4.4% 35,200
800,001—900,000 4.3% 38,700
900,001—1,000,000 4.2% 42,000
1,000,001—2,000,000 4.1% 82,000
2,000,001—3,000,000 4% 120,000
3.000,001—4,000,000 3.9% 156,000
4,000,001—5,000,000 3.8% 190,000
5,000,001—6,000,000 3.7% 222,000
6,000,001—7,000,000 3.6% 252,000
7,000,001—8,000,000 3.5% 280,000
8,000,001—9,000,000 3.4% 306,000
9,000,001—10,000,000 3.3% 330,000
10,000,001—20,000,000 3.2% 640,000
20,000,001—30,000,000 3.1% 930,000
30,000,001—40,000,000 3% 1,200,000
40,000,001—50,000,000 2.9% 1,450,000
50,000,001—60,000,000 2.8% 1,680,000
60,000,001—70,000,000 2.7% 1,890,000
70,000,001—80,000,000 2.6% 2,080,000
80,000,001—90,000,000 2.5% 2,250,000
90,000,001— 100,000,000 2.4% 2,400,000
100,000,001 —110,000,000 2.3 2,530,000
110,000,001 — 120,000,000 2.2% 2,640,000
120,000,001 — 130,000,000 2.1% 2,730,000
130,000,001 —140,000,000 2.0% 2,800,000
140,000,000 NAL 1.5%
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Appendix

Amounts Court Fee pursuant to Article 12 of this Regulation

Initial amount of sue (Birr)

Court Fee in percent
(%)

Court fee ceiling

0—20,000 10% 2,000
20,001—40,000 9% 3,600
40,001—60,000 8% 4,800
60,001—80,000 7% 5,600
80,001—100,000 6% 6,000
100,001—200,000 5% 10,000
200,001—300,000 4.9% 14,700
300,001—400,000 4.8% 19,200
400,001—500,000 4.7% 23,500
500,001—600,000 4.6% 27,600
600,001—700,000 4.5% 31,500
700,001—800,000 4.4% 35,200
800,001—900,000 4.3% 38,700
900,001—1,000,000 4.2% 42,000
1,000,001—2,000,000 4.1% 82,000
2,000,001—3,000,000 4% 120,000
3.000,001—4,000,000 3.9% 156,000
4,000,001—5,000,000 3.8% 190,000
5,000,001—6,000,000 3.7% 222,000
6,000,001—7,000,000 3.6% 252,000
7,000,001—8,000,000 3.5% 280,000
8,000,001—9,000,000 3.4% 306,000
9,000,001—10,000,000 3.3% 330,000
10,000,001—20,000,000 3.2% 640,000
20,000,001—30,000,000 3.1% 930,000
30,000,001—40,000,000 3% 1,200,000
40,000,001—50,000,000 2.9% 1,450,000
50,000,001—60,000,000 2.8% 1,680,000
60,000,001—70,000,000 2.7% 1,890,000
70,000,001—80,000,000 2.6% 2,080,000
80,000,001—90,000,000 2.5% 2,250,000
90,000,001— 100,000,000 2.4% 2,400,000
100,000,001 —110,000,000 2.3 2,530,000
110,000,001 — 120,000,000 2.2% 2,640,000
120,000,001 — 130,000,000 21% 2,730,000
130,000,001 —140,000,000 2.0% 2,800,000
Above 140,000,000 1.5%
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